Abstract -A total of 258 breeding pairs of the Hoopoe were recorded in Silesia (c. 42,000 km 2 ), SW Poland, during the years 2004-2008. This is almost twice more than during the years 1978-1987 (136 pairs). This increase was rather unexpected. After a transformation in the agriculture, which took place in Poland in the 1990's, large areas of meadows and pastures, which constitute main foraging grounds of the Hoopoe, have been abandoned and cattle faming has been greatly reduced. However, climate changes (warming effect), which were recorded in this region in meantime, could have been in other way conducive for this species.
The Hoopoe is a strictly protected species in Poland (Act 2014/1348 issued by the Minister of Environment from 6 th October 2014). It is included in the Annex I of the Bird Directive, therefore it is also protected all over the European Union. For long time, it has been regarded in Poland as a rare species (Tomiałojc & Stawarczyk, 2003; Sikora et al., 2007) . During the years 1978-1987, the Hoopoe, and several other uncommon bird species associated with farmlands and forests, were counted over the whole Silesia province, SW Poland. The census was conducted through direct field explorations by a number of amateur ornithologists associated in the Silesian Bird Club. Although, the census results for most of those bird species were greatly underestimated, the respective data for the Hoopoe were more reliable. In total, 136 breeding pairs of the Hoopoe were recorded in Silesia in that period. Its numbers were regarded as declining compared with the previous years (Dyrcz et al., 1991) . The most probable reason for this decline was agriculture intensification.
During the years 2004-2008, the Silesia's Hoopoe population was studied again. The study was conducted by means of a questionnaire directed to particular forest districts (N=871) through respective forest inspectorates in Silesia (c. 42000 km 2 ). In Silesia, dozen or so forest districts fall under one forest inspectorate, and dozen or so forest inspectorates fall under Regional Directorate of State Forests (Fig. 1) . The Silesian boundaries are like those adopted by Dyrcz et al. (1991) .
Respondents were requested whether the Hoopoe occurs currently in the particular forest district, and if so how many breeding pairs are there. Information was obtained from 730 (83.8%) forest districts [57 (89.1%) forest inspectorates]. No information was obtained only from the following forest inspectorates: Kup, Milicz, Wołów, Wałbrzych, Raszów, Wymiarki and Lubsko. However, in Milicz forest inspectorate data were obtained through direct field observations.
In total, 258 breeding pairs of the Hoopoe were recorded in Silesia during the years [2004] [2005] [2006] [2007] [2008] (Fig. 2 , Tab. 1). It occurred in c. 220 out of 730 (30%) forest districts. Three areas of the population concentration were identified: Barycz Valley/Bartsch Niederung (known already for Pax, 1925) , Bory Dolnośląskie/Niederschlesien Heide and Lasy Lublinieckie/Lublinietz Heide. In the southern part of Silesia, dominated by farmlands, with only small fragments of forests, the Hoopoe is still uncommon. Most of Silesia comprises a lowland. In the Sudety Mts., the only mountains in this province, only 10 breeding pairs were recorded. The Silesian population of the Hoopoe, therefore, almost doubled in numbers in the last 20 or so years. This increase was rather unexpected. After a transformation in the agriculture in whole Poland, including Silesia, in the 1990's, large areas of meadows and pastures, which comprise the main foraging grounds of the Hoopoe (Glutz von Blotzheim, 1980) , have been abandoned and cattle faming has been substantially reduced. However, climate changes (warming effect), which were recorded in this region during the years 1978-2008, could have been in other way conducive for this species. It is well-documented that the Hoopoe occurs in much higher densities in southern (warmer) than in northern Europe (Glutz von Blotzheim, 1980) . Similar trends were recorded for a few other farmland species in Silesia, such as the Common Quail Coturnix coturnix, Stonechat Saxicola torquata, and Corn Bunting Miliaria calandra (Kopij, 1999 (Kopij, , 2008 (Kopij, , 2011 (Kopij, , 2012 . Their population densities also appear to increase with the increase of the mean annual temperature in Europe (Bird-Life International, 2004).
Tab. 1 -Numbers of Hoopoe breeding pairs in regions of Silesia during the years 1978 -1987 (after Dyrcz et al., 1991 ) and 2004 -2008 
